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Georgia Southern University students raised a record $3,930 for the Statesboro Food Bank during the Betty Foy Sanders
Department of Art’s annual chili bowl sale on Thursday, Oct. 18. Hundreds of handcrafted bowls were sold in just three hours
during the sale, held in conjunction with the Department’s Empty Bowl Project.
“The sale was a great success,” said project coordinator and ceramics professor Jeff Schmuki. “This is the largest amount that
this event has ever raised, and I am proud of the students for their hard work.” The money raised by the Empty Bowl Project
will purchase more than 18,000 cans of food which is nearly a two-month supply for the Statesboro Food Bank.
Handmade bowls were filled with chili at the Russell Union Rotunda and sold for a $10 donation. The patrons kept the bowls as a reminder of those in
need in Statesboro and Bulloch County. “This project is about those less fortunate, and the larger picture is that it takes the community coming
together to make a difference and solve issues like hunger,” said Schmuki.
The operations director of the Statesboro Food Bank accepted the nearly $4,000 donation check from the students. “This is, I believe, the largest
single donation ever made to the Statesboro Food Bank,” said Joe Bill Brannon. “This money is a big deal for us!”
Brannon explained that monetary donations to the Food Bank have decreased this year while the need for its services has continued to rise. “We have
families that were able to donate to us last year but are now in financial constraints and need our services this year,” said Brannon.
The Statesboro Food Bank is the largest food supplier in this area. Brannon explained that it also assists surrounding counties in locating food
donations when that county’s supplies are running low. He attributes much of the continued success and sustainability of the Statesboro Food Bank to
Georgia Southern. “Not another county near us can come close to what we have at the Statesboro Food Bank and much of that is thanks to Georgia
Southern University,” said Brannon.
The 2012 Empty Bowl Project was sponsored in part by the Statesboro Lions Club and Georgia Southern Catering Services.
The Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art at Georgia Southern is committed to offering quality undergraduate and graduate degree programs that
prepare students to become professional artists, designers, art historians and industry executives. An accredited member of the National Association of
Schools of Art and Design, the Department offers a comprehensive curriculum encompassing the practical, theoretical and historical aspects of the
visual arts. For more information about the Department, please visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/art.
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Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906 offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. The University is one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the nation according to
, and is the
top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education. Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu
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Tom Kleinlein, deputy athletics director at
Kent State University, was introduced this
evening as Georgia Southern University’s
new athletics director, concluding a
national search.
During remarks at a standing-room only
press conference to announce Kleinlein’s
appointment, Georgia Southern President
Brooks Keel, Ph.D. described the
University’s new athletics director as
someone who not only understands the
competitive and business aspects of
managing a growing athletics department,
but also the focus on academics. “Tom
Kleinlein brings a great deal of experience
and enthusiasm to Georgia Southern
University. Our goal is to make sure that
our student athletes not only win on the
field, but in the classroom. We’re excited
to welcome Tom and his family to the
Eagle Nation and I am confident he will
lead our athletic teams and department to the next level, both on and off the field.”
“I am very excited to join the Eagle Nation and am honored to serve as Georgia Southern University’s athletics director,” said Kleinlein. “This job can
be summed up in one word: opportunity. The tradition and success that Georgia Southern has become so well known for will serve as the foundation
as we build for the future. I am looking forward to working with President Keel, the University’s leadership, our coaches, staff and student athletes
and I am looking forward to meeting all of our fans, alumni, sponsors and donors.”
Kleinlein joined Kent State in 2010 and was responsible for the management of the athletics department’s revenue generation component and
coordinated the department’s efforts with Institutional Advancement, Enrollment Management and Student Affairs. He also served as the direct sport
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supervisor for football along with men’s and women’s basketball while directing many of the day-to-day operations of the department. He led the
University’s relationship with IMG College, the marketing department, ticket office, facilities, strength and conditioning and game day management
operations.
Prior to joining Kent State, he served as associate athlete director for football under head coach Dennis Erickson at Arizona State University in Tempe,
Ariz. from 2005-2010. Earlier in his career, he served as assistant athletics director for football operations at Rutgers University. Prior to that, he
worked at his alma mater, Wake Forest University, as an academic counselor and then assistant director of football operations.
A four-year letter winner as an offensive lineman at Wake Forest, he earned a bachelor’s degree in history. He later earned a master’s in education
curriculum and instruction from Arizona State. He and his wife, Tara, have two sons – Austin and Mason.
In addition to announcing the new hire, Keel recognized the efforts of the search committee which consisted of representatives from the University’s
faculty, staff and students, alumni and members of the community. “There was a tremendous amount of interest in this position and I would
personally like to thank the search committee for their hard work. They had a very tall order and I could not be more pleased with the result of their
effort.”
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University founded in 1906, offers more than 120 degree programs serving more than
20,500 students. Through eight colleges, the University offers bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of
academic achievement. In 2012, the University was named one of the Top 10 most popular universities in the country by U.S. News & World Report
and is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars. Georgia Southern is recognized for its student-centered approach to education.
Visit: www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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